
How is Penthrox given? Allergies to Penthrox 
PENTHROX can be given to you by a 

doctor, dentist, paramedic, nurse, or 

any other appropriately qualified or 

trained health care professional. 

How is it given:- PENTHROX is poured 

into the base of the PENTHROX 

INHALER by the healthcare 

professional and is absorbed into the 

wick. You will inhale PENTHROX either 

directly from the custom built 

PENTHROX INHALER or with the 

assistance of a face mask. 

Overdose 

The persons giving you PENTHROX 

will be experienced in its use, so it is 

extremely unlikely that you will be 

given too much. The dose of 

PENTHROX is limited by the amount 

contained in each bottle. 

While you are being given 

PENTHROX 

Things you must do:- You should 

breathe in and out through the 

mouthpiece, initially ensuring that the 

“diluter” hole of the PENTHROX 

INHALER is not covered. 

Accustom yourself to the characteristic 

fruity smell of PENTHROX by inhaling 

gently for the first two breaths 

through the PENTHROX INHALER. You 

should breathe out through the 

PENTHROX INHALER. 

If further relief is required you may 

cover the “diluter” hole for a higher 

inhaled concentration of PENTHROX. 

Use PENTHROX intermittently as 

You must not be given PENTHROX® if 

you have an allergy to Methoxyflurane, 

inhalation anaesthetics or any of the 

ingredients listed at the end of this 

leaflet. 

Symptoms of an allergic reaction; 

 Shortness of breath, wheezing or

difficultly to breath.

 Swelling of the face, lips, tongue

or other parts of the body

 Rash, itching or hives on the

skin.

You must not be given PENTHROX if you 

have, or are suspected of having, an 

inherited tendency for a condition called 

malignant hyperthermia. This is a 

condition where, when you or a related 

family member has been given an 

anaesthetic, symptoms such as a very 

high fever, fast, irregular heartbeat, 

muscle spasms and breathing problems 

have occurred. 

You must not be given PENTHROX if you 

have cardiovascular instability, kidney 

failure or respiratory depression. If you 

are not sure whether you should be 

given PENTHROX, talk to Mr. Milne. 

Please report any known allergies to the 

staff at Mr. Milne’s rooms. 

Peter Y. Milne 
www.laservein.co 

Phone: (03) 9500 - 0876 
Fax: (03) 9576 – 1391 

Email: manager@pymilne.com.au 

Information on 

Penthrox 

Peter Y. Milne 
Vascular, Endovascular & 

Laser Surgeon 

http://www.laservein.co/
mailto:manager@pymilne.com.au


What is in this leaflet? 

This leaflet answers some of the 

common questions people ask about 

PENTHROX. It does not contain all 

the information known about 

PENTHROX. 

All medicines have risks and 

benefits. Your Surgeon has weighed 
the risks of you being given PENTHROX 

What is Penthrox used for? 
PENTHROX or Methoxyflurane, is a medicine which is used to reduce pain. It is inhaled 

through the custom-built PENTHROX INHALER. Pain relief should start after 6-10 

breaths. PENTHROX is intended to reduce the severity of pain, rather than completely 

eliminate it. PENTHROX belongs to a family of medicines called inhalation anaesthetics. 

In low doses, PENTHROX provides pain relief without producing anaesthesia. There is 

no evidence that PENTHROX is addictive. 

What are possible Medication/ 
against the benefits he expects it will 

have for you. If you have any concerns 

about being given this medicine, ask 

your surgeon. 

Penthrox should not 
be used if: 

- If you are pregnant or intending

to become pregnant.

- If you are breast-feeding or

intending to breast-feed.

Your healthcare professional will

discuss the possible risks and

benefits of being given PENTHROX®

during breast-feeding.

- If you have, or have had, any

medical conditions, especially the

following:

 Malignant hyperthermia (or any of

your family has, or has had,

malignant hyperthermia) 

 Kidney problems

 Allergy to inhalational anaesthetics.

You may still be able to use

PENTHROX®, but your healthcare

professional will need to asses the

risks against the potential benefits.

Side Effects? 
- Nausea

- Drowsiness

- Coughing (usually only the

first few breaths)

- Vomiting

- Dizziness

- Mild amnesia

- Dislike of characteristic fruity

smell

- Fever

- Headache

Penthrox rarely 

causes: 
- Liver toxicity

- Kidney failure (if the
recommended dosage is
exceeded)

Tell your healthcare professional if 

you notice anything else that is 

making you feel unwell after being 

given Penthrox. 

Tablets 

Tell your healthcare 

professional if you are 

taking any other 

medicines, including 

medicines that you buy 

without a prescription at 

the chemist, supermarket 

or health food shop. 

Some medicines and 

PENTHROX may interfere 

with each other. Your 

healthcare professional 

needs to know if you are 

taking any of these 

medicines to accurately 

assess the risks and 

benefits of administering 

PENTHROX. 


